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SUBJECT: A.N. KATRICH REPLACES A.I. SEMENKOV AS FIRST 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION 

REF: EAL 

1. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH MINISTRY OF CIVIL AVIATION (MCA) 

OFFICIALS REGARDING AEROFLOT WASHINGTON-MOSCOW INAUGURAL 
FLIGHT, NAME OF COLONEL GENERAL A.N. KATRICH WAS GIVEN AS 
NEW FIRST DEPUTY MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION. KATRICH 
REPLACES A.I. SEMENKOV IN THAT FUNCTION. 

2. DURING SPASO HOUSE RECEPTION APRIL 1 1 IN HONOR OF 
SECRETARY BRINEGAR, AT WHICH KATRICH WAS IN ATTENDANCE, 

MCA CONTACTS TOLD EMBOFF THAT SEMENKOV'S NEW POSITION IS 
"HIGHER' 1 THAN THAT OF MINISTRY, AND INDEPENDENT OF IT. 

HE WILL HEAD NEW ORGANIZATION, SAID TO BE "STATE COMMITTEE," 
WHOSE FULL TITLE APPARENTLY IS STATE COMMITTEE FOR FLIGHT 
SAFETY (GOSODARSTVENNIY KOMITET PO BEZOPASTNOSTI 
VOZDUSHNYKH POLYOTOV). ONE MCA CONTACT, CANDIDLY 
ACKNOWLEDGING THAT LOW QUALITY OF AIRCRAFT AND COMPONENTS 
IS SERIOUS PROBLEM WHICH HAS LED TO MANY CATASTROPHES 
OVER PAST YEARS, INDICATED THAT SEMENKOV'S NEW ORGANIZA- 
TION WILL HAVE WIDE AUTHORITY TO ASSURE ADOPTION OF 
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CORRECTIVE MEASURES BY SOVIET AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY. (FYI: 
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CONTACT FURTHER STATED THAT THIS ORGANIZATIONNOT CONCERNED 
WITH SUCH MATTERS AS HIIACKINGS. AIRCRAFT SECURITY IN 
THAT SENSE CLEARLY THE RESPONSIBILITY OF CERTAIN SOVIET 
ORGANIZATIONS HAVING EXPERTISE IN AREA OF SECURITY 
IN GENERAL. END FYI) 

3. EMBOFF FURTHER LEARNED THAT KATRICH WILL HEAD 

SOVIET CONTINGENT ON AEROFLOT MOSCOW- WASHINGTON INAUGURAL 

FLIGHT, NOW SCHEDULED FOR MAY 10. 

STOESSEL 
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